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the outbreak of war there can be no doubt that a Bill giving
effect to its recommendations would have been produced
there and then i for Chamberlain was omnipotent in his own
Party, and the vase majority of Liberals were strongly in
favour of the policy.   Unfortunately, the war did come {and
pensions were postponed for ten years.   " If we go to war
with the Transvaal/' wrote Lloyd George sorrowfully to his
brother, " there will be no pensions,   They are fools to
quarrel with the Boers*   It will ultimately be unpopular,
and it is not only essentially an unjust quarrel, but, what is
more from the point of view of the man in the street, an
unprofitable one*   There is neither gain nor glory in it at all
adequate to the sacrifices*"   In one of his speeches a few
weeks later he emphasised this point afresh: " There is not
a lyddite shell which burst on the African hills that did
not carry away an old age pension.    What is the satis*
faction)  Oh, it killed two hundred Boers~fathers of
families, sons of mothers, who wept for diem*   Are you
satisfied to give up old age pensions for that ? "   And again :
" Is there any period in the history of England or any other
country when reforms were carried out in the time of war?
The history of every country proves the contrary*   In the
time of the Revolution in France a cry v/as raised in favour
of going to war with Prussia, England, Austria and Italy,
* No/ said Robespierre, * the moment you go to war there
will be an end to all reforms*1   France refused to listen, and
went to war; with die result that the reforms desired from
the Revolution were to a great extent lost.   And here we
are, the greatest civilising power in the world, engaged in
the greatest military struggle that we have ever entered upon I
One would surely expect some magnificent service to
humanity from the greatest effort ever made by the greatest
emitting power*   What is that service?  I have searched
for it in vain* , * t   Every time a lyddite shot is fired it